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Dr. Jacquelyn Zera – Innovation Talk Title: "Technological challenges to collect fitness 
data” 
Dr. Zera is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Exercise Science and Sports Studies at John 
Carroll University. She completed her PhD in Exercise Physiology at the University of Pittsburgh and a 
Postdoctoral Research Fellowship at the Neuromuscular Research Laboratory and Warrior Human 
Performance Research Center where she focused her work in performance optimization and injury 
prevention in military personnel, with a specific focus and expertise in swimming and aquatics based 
exercise performance. In addition to her work in aquatics, her current work focuses on designing and 
implementing fitness assessment programs to examine and improve college student health and 
wellness. 

 

 
 

 

Dr.  Katie Doud – Innovation Talk Title:  “Developments in the field of viral infection” 
Katie Doud completed her undergraduate work at Amherst College as a double major in chemistry and 
gender studies. She went on to receive an MS at UCLA in organic chemistry. Upon graduating from UCLA, 
Katie spent a decade working in biomedical research at Harvard and MIT, focusing on using biophysical 
methods to understand the interactions between proteins and small molecules in drug discovery. In 
2009, Katie moved to Cleveland where she initially worked in the Learner Research Institute at the 
Cleveland Clinic before enrolling at Case Western Reserve University for a Ph.D.  Her dissertation work 
focused on developing inhibitors to disrupt vitamin A signaling in cancer. Katie is currently an Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Chemistry at John Carroll University. Her research focuses on developing 
chemical probes to better understand biological systems. 

 

 
 

 

 Dr. Michael Nichols – Innovation Talk Title: “Chemistry in the Virtual World” 
Dr. Michael Nichols received a B.S. Degree in Chemistry from Clarion University of Pennsylvania and a 
Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry from Duke University.  He served as a post-doctoral associate at Brown 
University and as a visiting assistant professor at Kansas State University and Ohio University before 
joining the Chemistry Department at John Carroll University.  He is an Associate Professor and current 
chair of the department.  His current research interests span a wide range of organic chemistry including 
undergraduate laboratory experiment development, physical organic studies of keto-enol equilibrium 
using computer methods and nuclear magnetic resonance, and using gas chromatography-mass 
spectrometry to identify and classify essential oils. He regularly teaches organic chemistry lecture and 
laboratory courses. 

 

 
 

 

 

Dr. Doan Winkel – Innovation Talk Title:  “Entrepreneurship” 
Coloring outside the lines. Immensely inquisitive. Deconstructing the box rather than fitting in it. Doan 
was hard-wired to figure out what makes things tick and why.  Always pushing boundaries and struggling 
to fit in the traditional educational system, some would have said he was a difficult child.  Luckily, his 
educator parents gave him freedom to explore, even if it was in unconventional ways.  By high school, 
Doan was not only an entrepreneur, but also teaching his friends the entrepreneurial mindset.  Doan is 
committed to supplementing the educational experiences of young people. He is the founder and 
director of the Entrepreneurship Education Project, which gathers data from nearly 20,000 college 
students from 400+ universities across 70+ countries to understand better how to teach 
entrepreneurship. He founded the McLean County Unit 5's Innovative Entrepreneurs experiential high 
school class to offer students the chance to experience what entrepreneurship looks and feels like. More 
used by university students around the world. As the John J. Kahl, Sr. Chair in Entrepreneurship and 
Director of The Edward M. Muldoon Center for Entrepreneurship at John Carroll University, Doan is 
developing the next frontier in university-based entrepreneurship curriculum and programming. 
recently, Doan co-founded TeachingEntrepreneurship.org, an experiential entrepreneurship curriculum  

 

 


