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R.K. Khosla –Title of Innovation Talk: “High School Students Can Make a Difference” 
Rajesh (R.K.) Khosla is Chief Business Officer of Black Beret Life Sciences, LLC. R.K. was most 
recently CEO at Laguna Pharmaceuticals (formerly ChanRx Corp.), a company developing a 
multi-channel drug for the treatment of atrial fibrillation/atrial flutter, taking it through a very 
successful Phase 2b and raising $30M for a Phase 3 study. Simultaneously, he was CEO-in-
Residence at BioEnterprise Corp. helping companies to accelerate their growth to benefit the 
Northeastern Ohio economy. Previously, R.K. was CEO of PeriTec Biosciences Ltd., a medical 
device spin-off of the Cleveland Clinic Foundation. Within a 4-year period, the company 
advanced from animal studies to completing 20 patients in the First-in-Man study and 10 
patients in the Second-in-Man study. R.K. has a wide background in finance, entrepreneurship 
and venture capital. Highlights include two years as a Principal concentrating on wireless 

technologies at Crystal Ventures, a tech venture fund with offices in Cleveland, Palo Alto, Singapore & Taipei. He was also CFO 
and Director of Back Office Operations for All Wound Up, which exited to Borders Group in March 1999. All Wound Up, a 
seasonal toy retailing concept, was the winner of the Weatherhead 100 award for fastest growing company in Northern Ohio 
from 1994-1998. R.K. started his career at National City Corp. (now PNC) in Corporate Banking with the majority of his time 
being spent in Merchant Banking concentrating on off balance sheet vehicles and Mergers & Acquisitions including the takeover 
of Ohio Bancorp. Given his experience from all sides of the financing table as well as his operating roles, in his consulting practice, 
R.K. has been providing C-suite guidance to clients, both companies as well as venture funds, in various technology fields since 
2005. R.K. earned an Electrical Engineering/Applied Physics degree, summa cum laude, with a minor in Economics from Case 
Western Reserve University. In addition, he has an MBA with a concentration in Finance from the Yale University School of 
Management with Letters of Distinction provided in Financial Accounting and Managerial Accounting. 
 

Marissa Sergi – Title of Innovation Talk: “Turning Passion into Profit” 
Marisa Sergi, a third-generation winemaker, earned her degree - Enology and Viticulture - at 
Cornell University in 2015. She worked in sunny California as an intern and subsequently, full-
time, at E&J Gallo Winery as a new product development ecologist. She returned to Ohio to 
pursue her real American dream of launching and growing a national wine brand. Marisa is 
founder and CEO of RedHead Brands and, in addition to company strategy and direction, she 
is responsible for product quality, new product development and plays the key role as face 
of the company and brand ambassador. 

 
Martin Abraham – Title of Innovation Talk: “Winning with STEM” 
Dr. Abraham joined Youngstown State University as Professor of Chemical Engineering and 
Founding Dean of the College of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics in July 2007, 
and served as Provost from October 2014 until May 2018. At YSU, he has led the integration of 
research and technology transfer across the disciplines, in cooperation with regional business and 
education partners, and promoted the development of an internship program for students. His 
strategic vision for the STEM College included a strong connection to the business community, 
including entrepreneurial efforts of faculty and students. He aligned closely with the Youngstown 
Business Incubator, led YSU’s efforts to bring the National Additive Manufacturing Innovation 
Institute (America Makes) to Youngstown, and was named Business Advocate of the Year for 2013 
by the Regional Chamber of Commerce. Dr. Abraham has had an active research program in 

sustainable technologies and green engineering and sustainability, with a particular emphasis on issues of sustainable energy. 
He has over 70 refereed publications and over 30 additional publications, is a contributing columnist for the Youngstown 
Business Journal on the subject of advanced manufacturing, has authored or edited nine books, has participated in three patent 
applications, and has given over 150 technical presentations. Abraham serves as editor for the American Institute of Chemical 
Engineer’s journal Environmental Progress and Sustainable Energy and Elsevier Science Publishers Encyclopedia on Sustainable 
Technologies. He is a Fellow of the American Chemical Society and the American Institute of Chemical Engineers, and a 
registered Professional Engineer. 


